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Eighth Grade 

Nott William Flint 



The history of the United States studied 
from a social point of view will be the 
work for the year. With this aim the class, 
during October, will consider the social 
history of Chicago. 

A. Study of Chicago as it is now (large 
map of city). 

i. Plan of city, streets, and waterways. 

2. Transportation system. 

(a) Business center, (b) Trade districts. 
(c) Residence districts, (d) Suburbs. 

3. Economy of city. 

Departments: (a) Street cleaning, (b) Police. 
{c) Fire, (d) Water: water -works; drainage 
canal; cribs; pumping stations, (e) Lighting. 
(f) Finance. (Subject of taxation will be but 
lightly touched on here.) 

4. Esthetic and educational sides of 
city life. 

(a) Schools: public, private, and technical, 
(b) Museums, art galleries, and libraries, (c) Park 
system, (d) Architecture. 

B. The study of Chicago architecture will 
bring up the questions, " What is beautiful 
architecture"? "What are the architec- 
tural ideals in Chicago "? And these ques- 
tions will introduce the World's Fair as an 
aesthetic stimulus in Chicago life. Since the 
children will, for the most part, be able to 
recall the Fair, they can study it from pic- 
tures and from memory. 

C. The study of architecture will also 
bring up the question, " Why may no 
wooden houses be built within the city 
limits"? The city ordinances will, of course, 
be cited for answer. And in seeking the 
cause of these ordinances the children will 
be led back to the great fire. The inade- 
quacy of the fire department at that time 
and the question of what the fire did for 
Chicago will be considered. 



D. During this study the class will have 
noticed that Chicago has grown territorially 
as well as in the number of inhabitants. 
There will be a large map of the city 
which the children will study. From this 
map the children will obliterate the various 
territorial accretions in order, taking the 
latest one first, until they have stripped 
the city map to one spot — Fort Dearborn. 
The Fort Dearborn massacre and the early 
settlement of Chicago will complete the 
study for the month. 

References: Studies in the History of Chi- 
cago to be found in the library of the Chicago 
Historical Society. 

Historical Studies of Chicago, published in 
a series of the Chicago Sunday Tribune. Any 
good history of Chicago. 

Dramatic Reading: Writing and delivery 
of an oration on Chicago. Oral readings from 
the Cliff Dwellers. Training in English vowels 
and consonants; in enunciation and pronun- 
ciation. 

Number Work: Percentage of population of 
each foreign nation calculated for each of the 
census years. (Figures taken from United 
States Census Reports.) 

Number of people to square mile in Chicago 
in each of the census years. 

Ratio between populations of North, West, 
and South sides in each ten years. 

Ratio between areas of North, West, and 
South sides in each ten years. 

Handwork: Making of maps of Chicago. 
Modeling of a miniature Fort Dearborn. 
Drawing of plan of the city. 

Nature Study: During October the 
central idea will be the study of plants for 
winter, and in relation to this the obser- 
vation and interpretation by the student 
of weather conditions. Each pupil will 
keep a daily record of temperature, and 
barometric and hygrometric readings. In 
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making the hygrometer, the skiameter, 
and any other apparatus for the room, the 
students will correlate their manual train- 
ing. Number work will come through the 
student's calculating the amount of rain- 
fall over a given area, the percentage of hu- 
midity in the atmosphere on a given day, 
and the number of seeds in a given plant. 
Records of experiments, descriptions of 
landscapes, a story of the journey of a 
thistle-down, or tumble-weed, will bring in 
written work. The artistic expression will 
come in the painting of characteristic land- 
scapes, of special plant forms, and of seeds. 
A. Plant life. 

1. Preparations for winter: (a) Our prepara- 
tions for winter. Preparations of plants for 
winter. What eatable plants are you familiar 
with? What becomes of parts we do not eat? 

2. Plant life as affected by weather. 

(a) Temperature (use of thermometer; keep- 
ing of daily records). 

(b) Rainfall (use of barometer and rain 
gauge). 

(c) Humidity (use of hygrometer). 

(d) Clouds and cloudiness. 

(e) Winds (what are prevailing winds? rain 
winds?). 

(f) Fog, frost, and dew (protection of plants 
against these conditions). 

3. Plant life as affected by sunshine. 
Use of skiameter, (a) Length of days and 

nights at this season. 

4. Seed distribution. 

1. By wind. 2. By water. 3. By plant itself. 
4. By animals. 5. By man. 

5. Other preparations of plants for 
winter. 

References for Nature Study: Nature Study 
and Related Subjects, Jackman; The Great 
World's Farm, Gaye; Plant Relations, Coulter; 
Realm of Nature, Mill; Little Wanderers, Mor- 
ley; Seed Travellers, Weed; Plants and Their 
Children, Dana; lext-Book of Botany, Stras- 
burgher, Moll, Schenck and Schimper. 

Geography: The subject for the month 
will be River Basins. 

I. Question the children to find out all 
they know about rivers. What is a river ? 



Difference between river and canal ? Be- 
tween river and lake ? Describe the rivers 
you have seen. How were they made ? 
Of what use are rivers to man ? 

II. What rivers flow into Lake Michi- 
gan ? (see large map of Northwestern 
States). Influence of Chicago River on 
Chicago ; why are Chicago and Milwaukee 
larger cities than Evanston and Wauke- 
gan ? 

III. Field trip to Glencoe, where a typi- 
cal gully may be studied. Children will 
make a river in the laboratory, and ac- 
tually see all the phenomena of the river. 
Illustrated reports of what they see. 

IV. Birth of river valley. 

(To be worked out in Laboratory). 

A. Rainfall on surface of land. 1. Part 
evaporates. 2. Part sinks below surface. 3. 
Part flows off over surface. 

B. What determines amount of water 
flowing off the surface ? 

1. Slope. 2. Porosity of rock. 3. Rate of 
precipitation. 

C. Concentration of water in run-off. 

1. Unknown surface. 2. Different texture 
of surface. 

D. Formation of wash or gully. 

1. Gully grows in length, breadth, and 
depth, a. Develops all the way down, but 
fastest at bottom. Why? b. In breadth by 
side-wash, gravity, and sapping, c. Deepened 
by effort of water to get to lowest point, first 
at mouth of stream, then backward. 

E. Limits of growth. 

1. Length— extent of land. 2. Breadth- 
extent of land. 3. Depth— base-level. (Dis- 
tinction between gully, ravine, and valley.) 
(Distinction between channel, valley.and basin.) 

F. Stages in development of valley. 

I. Infancy. (In Laboratory.) 2. Youth: 
St. Lawrence, Red River of North. 3. Matu- 
rity: Mississippi. 4. Old age. Cycle of ero- 
sion is what ? 

V. Rivers of the globe. 

1. Rivers flowing through canons: Colo- 
rado, Columbia, Arkansas, Hudson, Niagara. 

2. Rivers with deltas and flood plains: 
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Mississippi, Nile, Yellow, Ganges, Po, Rhone, 
Rhine, Danube. 

3. Rivers in mountainous regions: 

Durance, Loire, Green, Grand, Kootenai. 

VI. Effect of rivers on civilization. 

Materials: Pictures from the library, sand, 
and sand-pans. Painting, drawing, and writing 
material. 

Expression: Sketches of various kinds of 
river valleys. Sketch of whole river system. 
Model of river valley in sand. Making of river 
in laboratory. 

Painting: Landscape calendar. River basin. 
Glencoe. Canon. Making of picture books to 
illustrate life of foreign children in Chicago. 
These books will be made for the use of the 
fourth grade. 

Textile Art: Embroidery of hangings for 
textile room. 

Music: Corn Song, text by Whittier; The 
Brook, text toy Tennyson; Harvest Song, text 
by Chadwick ; September Gale, Songs of Life 
and Nature. 

These songs will be taught partly by rote and 
partly by independent sight-reading. 

Physical Culture: Fundamental gymnastics. 
Games and plays for recreation in and out- 
doors. Measurements. Physical examination. 
Sense tests; fatigue tests. 

German: Distinction between principal and 
accessory sentences. Appropriate reading and 
writing exercises. (See German outline, page 
I54-) 

French: Correlated with study of water and 
waterways. Study of Chicago River and the 
water-shed at Oak Park. Excursions to Oak 
Park and the Desplaines River. The Drainage 



Canal; its function; possible effect upon the 
commerce of Montreal. The High School 
pupils will present to this class, in the form of 
reading matter, any interesting information 
they may have collected in a visit to a French 
village near Kankakee. (See page 151.) 

Latin: Roman ideals in relation to early 
French and German history. Caesar's Gallic 
War, Book I, 1, and II, 1-8. References: Har- 
per's Classical Dictionary on exercitus, legio, 
castra, Ccesar, Gallia, and Germany. The 
Encyclopedias on Germany, France, and 
Ccesar. Froude's Ccesar, Chapters 1-8 and 14. 
Warde-Fowler's Ccesar, Chapters 1-8. Guhl 
and Koner's Life of the Greeks and Romans, 
Section 107. 

Greek: See outline on Latin and Greek, 
page 148. 

References for Teachers: 

Abbott, Water and Land ; Brown, Geology ; 
910, C54i,Chisholm & Leete, Longman's School 
Geografy ; Encyclopaedia Britannica; 557.92, 
Un5, Gilbert, The Henry Mountains ; 551, H98, 
Huxley, Physiography ; 376.45, P23, Parker, 
How to Study Geography ; 551, R29, Reclus, 
The Earth; 551, S52, Shaler, Outlines of the 
Earth's History; 551, T19, Tarr, Physical 
Geography. 

References for Children. 
550, B61, Bird, Geology ; 551, D26, Davis, 
Physical Geography ; 551, H46, Heilprin, The 
Earth and Its Story ; 551, H98, Huxley, Physi- 
ography ; 501, L92, Lubbock, Beauties of Na- 
ture ; 551, R64, Roberts, Earth's History ; 551, 
S52, Shaler, Outlines of the Earth's History; 
551, Ti9, Tarr, Elementary Geology: 551, T19, 
Tarr, First Book of Physical Geography. 



